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Letter

The importance of isoenzymes in creatinine kinase elevations

To the Editor,

I read with great interest the case report by
Eyiiboglu et al.! about rhabdomyolysis due
to isoniazid poisoning resulting from the use
of intramuscular pyridoxine. However, some
equivocal condition needs to be clarified.

The convulsion two hours after admission was
related to drug toxicity according to the authors.
However, rhabdomyolysis developed three days
later despite attempts towards its prevention.
In the interim, six doses of intramuscular
injection had been administered. The origin
of the rhabdomyolysis seems to be related
to the injections rather than the isoniazid. In
fact, rhabdomyolysis is suspicious since the
suggestive findings of myoglobinuria, kidney
dysfunction and electrolyte disturbances were
not accompanying. Nevertheless, it is crucial
to demonstrate not only the origin of the
rhabdomyolysis but also the origin of creatinine
kinase (CK). The elevations in CK may have
originated from smooth muscle, heart, liver,
brain, or macro-CK syndrome2. CK elevation
can show a wide spectrum of conditions from
serious to benign3. It would have been more
precise if the authors had revealed isoenzymes
of CK in this reported case.
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