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accepted theory is that the condition is due to an
interplay of temporary epithelial arrest and rapid
mesenchymal proliferation, allowing union of the
lids at certain points. The association of AFA with
the cleft lip and palate, popliteal pterygium,
ectodermal dysplasia and vaginal erosion may be
explained by a delay in temporary overlapping and
apoptosis during the development of
mesenchymal and ectodermal tissues!®. This
suggests a common defect in the mechanism that
regulates tissue fusion at multiple sites during
development. It has also been postulated that in
trisomy 18, there is an abnormal cellular
proliferation and hyperplasia!l. Interestingly, since
in our patient we found the clinical signs of both
Hay-Wells syndrome of ectodermal dysplasia and
trisomy 18 syndromes, and since most of the
associated anomalies (congenital heart
abnormality, cleft palate, nail hypoplasia) of AFA
are found in trisomy 18, we thought that the
common etiology of these anomalies could be
related to the 18t chromosome.
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