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Therapeutic measures for measles infection in
compromised patients are still limited. Most
often used today is the high-dose intravenous
pooled immunoglobulin which, if given in early
days of exposure (postexposure prophylaxis),
may protect or modify measles infection.
Ribavirin and also vitamin A supplementation
have been considered to be beneficial in these
patients in recent studies3.47. However,
gammaglobulin, which can prevent or modify
measles in normal hosts, is not protective in
compromised patients®. However, there are
some reports underlying the beneficial effects
of high-dose gammaglobulin, especially for
inhibiting viremia and thus inhibiting
dissemination of virus%3.7,

In summary, one of the most important points to
emphasize is that because of the possibility of
severe measles infection in immunocompromised
patients, it is important to complete the
immunization chart of the patient before
beginning chemotherapy in newly diagnosed
patients. Also, if there is lung infection in such
a child, possibilities of giant cell pneumonia
should be considered even in a child with a
complete immunization chart.
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