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clinical presentation3. Most patients with rhabdomyosarcoma develop metastatic
disease usually via the bloodstream and less commonly via the lymphatics to
the regional lymph nodes, lung, bone, marrow, bone, liver and brain5.

In our patient, the tumor did not extend to the junction of the right and left hepatic
ducts or to the ampulla of Vater. The gallbladder was free of tumor. Obstructive
jaundice and weight loss were the main symptoms of our patient; she was free
of metastases after radiological and radioisotopic evaluation.

Ultrasonography, USG, CT and/or magnetic resonance imaging, endoscopic
retrograde cholangio-pancreatography, or percutaneous transhepatic
cholangiography can be used for diagnosis®. The diagnosis is unfortunately
usually established during exploration. Ultrasonography and CT revealed the
tumor between the head of the pancreas and the porta hepatis in our patient,
but the diagnosis was established during exploration.

Currently, a multidisciplinary regimen is the recommended therapy for
rhabdomyosarcoma of the bile ducts. Surgery, chemotherapy anad radiotherapy
combination has been suggested. Chemotherapy must be multiagent.
Radiotherapy, when used properly, should reduce the incidence of local recurrence
at the primary tumor site':3. Prognosis for rhabdomyosarcoma of the biliary tree
is very poor, due to its strategic anatomical location, propensity for liver invasion
and the frequent delay in diagnosis'. Patients with metastatic disease at the time
of diagnosis also have a poor outcome?d.

In conclusion, rhabdomyosarcoma of the biliary tree, although rare, must be
considered in the etiology of obstructive jaundice in children.

REFERENCES

1. Caty MG, Oldham KT, Prochownik EV. Embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma of the ampulla of Vater
with long-term survival following pancreatoduodenectomy. J Pediatr Surg 1990; 25: 1256-1258.

2. Colston FM, Frederic JS. Biliary tract disease in children. Pediatr Clin North Am 1996; 43:; 76-95.

3. Grosfeld JL.. Rhabdomyosarcoma. In: Ashcraft KW, Holder TM (eds). Pediatric Surgery (2™ ed).
Philadelphia: WB Saunders; 1993: 875-889.

4. Horowitz ME, Etcubanas E, Webber BL, et al. Hepatic undiferentiated (embryonal) sarcoma
and rhabdomyosarcoma in children. Results of therapy. Cancer 1987; 59: 396-402.

5. Lanzkowsky P. Rhabdomyosarcoma and other soft tissue sarcomas. In: Lanzkowsky P (ed). Manual
of Pediatric Hematology and Oncology (2" ed). London: Churchill Livingston; 1995; 453-475.

" 6. Schweizer P, Schweizer M, Wehrmann M. Major resection for embryonal rhabdomyosarcoma
of the biliary tree. Pediatr Surg Int 1994; 9: 268-273.



