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IN A BREASTFED INFANT'
A Case Report -

Hanifi Soylu MD™, Yakup Aslan MD™™
Ahmet Sari MD™*, Erol Erduran MD™™™"
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Intracerebral hemorrhage: a rare late manifestation of vitamin-K deficiency in a
breastfed infant. A case report. Turk J Pediatr 1997; 39: 265-269.

Late hemorrhagic disease of the newborn (HDN) Is a rare complication of vitamin-
K deficiency and is especlally assoclated with intracranial hemorrhage. it may also
occur in infants who received vitamin-K prophylaxis at birth. Here, we reported a

* case of late HDN with frontal lobe hemorrhage due to vitamin-K deficlency. This form
of intracranial hemorrhage of late HDN has been reported in the literature very rarely.
We conclude that the efficiency of single-dose vitamin-K prophylaxis should be
revaluated. Key words: intracerebral hemorrhage, vitamin-K deficiency.

Hemorrhagic disease of the newborn (HDN) consists of hemorrhages from
multiple sites in otherwise healthy infants in the absence of trauma, asphyxia
or infection'. The link between vitamin-K deficiency and spontaneous
hemorrhaging was first made by Dam in 1929'2, Hemorrhagic disease of the
newborn due to vitamin-K deficiency may occur at three different times:

1. On the first day of life: Drugs taken by the mother may play a part-notably,
anticonvulsants (e.g., phenobarbital and phenytoin), rifampicin, isoniazid,
anticoagulants (e.g., warfarin) and phenylbutazone'2.

2. Between the second and fifth-days: This is defined as classic HDN and is
characterized by gastrointestinal bleeding, mostly from the stomach, intestine,
umbilical stump and needle or operation sites, widespread ecchymoses and,
rarely, intracranial bleeding.
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Late HDN occurs most often in the subarachnoid and/or subdural regions (90%
and 37.5%, respectively)'3. In our case, however, the hemorrhage occurred in
the patient's frontal lobe, a rarely reported location'3-'4.
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