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pneumothorax: a case report. Turk J Pedlatr 1986; 38: 125-130.

Pulmonary involvement of Langerhans cell histiocytosis (LCH) is an uncommon but
important cause of pulmonary fibrosis and honeycombing in young aduits. Rarely,
pulmonary LCH may be complicated by spontaneous pneumothorax. it may be isolated
or associated with multiple organ involvement. We describe here a case of LCH with
diabetes insipidus, skin lesions and pulmonary Involvement in a 15-year-old boy. The
case was complicated by four episodes of spontaneous pneumothorax with typical
radiologic findings of pulmonary LCH. His presentation, radiologic findings, treatment
and clinical course during three-years of follow-up are discussed. Key words: Langerhans-

cell histiocytosis, recurrent pneumothorax. '

Eosinophilic granuloma of bone, Hand-Schuller-Christian disease and Letterer-
Siwe disease constitute a complex of diseases of unknown cause. They are
grouped under the term of histiocytosis X, now more correctly called Langerhans-
cell histiocytosis (LCH)'2. LCH has extremely variable presentations, and may
be localized or disseminated?.

Pulmonary involvement of LCH is uncommon and may rarely be complicated by
spontaneous pneumothorax3. We present here a case of LCH with diabetes
insipidus (DI), skin lesions and bilateral pulmonary involvement with
honeycombing. This case was complicated by four episodes of spontaneous
pneumothorax in the three-year follow-up period.
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