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PUBLICATION POTENTIAL IN PEDIATRICS IN TURKEY *

Keriman Tinaztepe MD"#

SUMMARY: Tinaztepe K. (Nephropathology Unit, Department of Pediatrics, Hacettepe
University Facuity of Medicine, Ankara, Turkey). Publlcalion potential in pediatrics In
Turkey. Turk J Pediatr 1996; 38: 205-216.

In this artlcle, the publication potential in pediatrics In Turkey was investigated. In this
context, native pediatric journals, publication activities of medical facuities as the main
“*: source of scientific publication and certain data obtained from some of the international _ -
Indexes' sources were analyzed. The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics (Turk J Pediatr)
- 77 and Qocuk Saghg: ve Hastaliklari Dergisi are two native pediatric journals which have -
" . been published without interruption for 36 and 37 years, respectively. Both are indexed
In BIOSIS (Bloscience Information Service) and Excerpta Medica. In addition, Turk J
Pediatr Is indexed in Index Medicus and Current Contents, and is the only Turkish
medical journal Indexed In Index Medicus at present. Eighty percent of papers submitted
to both journals are from medical faculties all over the country (60% of these from
" Hacettepe Faculty of Medicine), while 15% are from the teaching hospitals of the Ministry -
" of Health and 5% from outside the country. In 1994, Hacettepe University School of
Medicine was the leader with 244 (21%) of the 1165 articles published in the health
sclences from 22 medical facuities in Turkey. in the same year, 32 percent of all
International medical publications by Hacettepe Faculty of Medicine were in the field
of pediatrics. In addition, of 353 papers by Turkish authors appearing In Current
Contents during the three-month period July-September 1993, 70 (20%) were pediatric
articles, All of these findings may indicate that publications in the fleld of pediatrics
- have increasing potential and an important impact on the scientific medical publication's
platform In our country. Key words: scienlific publication potentials, pediatrics, Turkish
Journal of Pedialrics, GCocuk Saghdi ve Hastalikian Dergisi, Turkey.

The universities are the main source of the scientific publication potential in a
given country."In the case of Turkey, medical faculties will be of great importance
in assessing this potential in the field of pediatrics. In this respect, governmental
teaching hospitals with a small impact on the publication potential will also be
considered worthy of evaluation. During the last ten years, scientific publications
in Turkey have steadily increased and reached a peak in 19942, The increment
rate in this period was one-fold per year until 1993, but threefold in the last year,
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indicating rapid progress as compared with the uniform, slow rate per year in
the previous seven years?. This improvement has certainly been affected by the
developments in medical faculties that have existed for more than 30 years and
by the additional publication activities of newly established medical faculties.
It is possible to evaluate the publication potential in pediatrics to a certain degree
by noting pediatric papers published in international journals and also by
reviewing the native journals in which all or the majority of the articles are in the
field of pediatrics. In this article, | will introduce two native pediatric journals
entitled, "The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics" and "Cocuk Saglig ve Hastalklar
Dergisi* for which | acted as a scientific and managing editor during the 12 year
period from 1981 through 1993. | will also mention the experience of the managing
team of these journals in terms of the publication potential in pediatrics. Finally,
the summary of available data obtained from national and international
documentation sources about this subject will be given'3.

As noted in Table |, under the list of "Current Pediatric Journals® there are
approximately 10 native pediatric journals registered in Turkey's National Library'.
The native pediatrics periodicals occupying the first two ranks in the list and entitled
The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics (Turk J Pediatr) and Cocuk Sadlidi ve . Hastaliklari
Dergisi (CSHD) were founded by Professor lhsan Dogramact and have been
published for 36 and 37 years, respectively. These two periodicals have been
supported both scientifically and financially by him since their first appearance.

Table I: Current Pediatric Journals in Turkey*

Language
Title ’ Volume (yrs) English Turkish
Turkish Journal of Pediatrics 36 Full-text -
Cocuk Saglidi ve Hastaliklan Dergisi 37 Abstr. Full-text
Istanbul Cocuk Klinigi Dergisi 29 Abstr. Full-text

Yeni Tip Dergisi 11 Abstr. ~  Full-text
Pediatrik Cerrahi Dergisi 7 Full-text mixed

Turkiye Klinikleri Pediatri 3 Abstr. Full-text
Jinekoloji Obstetrik Pediatri 1 Abstr. Full-text
Journal of Neonatology 1 Full-text -

Pediatride Yoneligler 1 Abstr. Full-text
Katki Pediatri Dergisi (Review in Ped.) 15 - Full-text

Others

* Registered periodicals in National Library, 1994.
All have editorial board.



Volume 38 Publication Potential in Pediatrics in Turkey 207
Number 2

The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics (Turk J Pediatr): Turk J Pediatr is an English-
language quarterly journal which has been published since 1958 without
interruption* S, Some specifications of this journal given in Ulrich's International
Periodicals Directory* are seen in Table lla. This periodical was published by
the Turkish National Pediatric Society and the Turkish and International Children's
Center (TICC) between 1981 and 1993. After September 1993, Hacettepe
University Institute of Child Health replaced TICC. Turk J Pediatr has been indexed
in Index Medicus since 1962 (32 years without interruption). It has also been
indexed in Excerpta Medica and has been appearing in Current Contents since
1990%. Therefore, this journal with its English abstracts is readily seen in a Medline-
DATABASE search. The medical journals indexed in Index Medicus in our country
are shown in Table lil. As seen here, Turk J Pediatr was the only medical journal
listed in Index Medicus as of 1994%. As seen in Tables IV and V, Turk J Pediatr
received several citations in the periodicals listed in the Science Citation Index
(SCI) shortly after it was published in 1958. | should mention right here that these
figures represent random and individual sampling. Similarly, Turk J Pediatr has
also appeared as a cited reference in some international textbooks (Table VI).
In summary, Turk J Pediatr is a continuously cited journal, even though the number
of citations is limited. In this context, Figure 1 indicates the rising "impact factor*
of The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics during the last four years of my editorship’.

Table lla: Some Specifications of Turk Journal Pediatr Reported in
Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory

Reference: Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory 1994-1995, 33" ed, Vol: 3,
618.92 TU ISSN 0041-4301

Turkish Journal of Pediatrics

(Text in English)

1958.q. Turkish and International
Children's Center, P.O. Box 66,
Samanpazari, 06240 Ankara - Turkey.
(Co-sponsor: Turkish National

Pediatric Society).bk. rev.; abstr.;

bibl.; charts; illus.; index: circ. 1500.
Indexed: Biol. Abstr., Curr. Adv. Ecol. Sci.
Dent. Ind., Nutr. Abstr. (CAB), Abstr. Hygiene
Commun. Dis. Tropical Dis. Bull.,
Excerpta Medica,

Index Medicus, Current Contents.
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Table lll: Turkish Journals Included in Index Medicus* - -

Names of Journals . Years of Indexed - Duration
Turk Tip Cemiyeti Bilteni _ - - . - - 1960 . - - . 1yr
Turk Tip Encumeni Argivi - .- 1963 - . o - tyr
Tip Fakiltesi Mecmuas (Ist) . -.--1962-1984 - -- .. - .- 22 yrs
Tark Hijyen Tecrlbi Biyoloji Der.  -. - .~ 1974 - = . -~ o 1yr
Mikrobiyoloji Bulteni . . - .. 1976-1993 © ... . - 17 yrs
Turkish Journal of Pediatrics*™ .. ~--.- 1962-1995- . - -~ . 33 yrs
EE - Continuing

* Data were renewed in 1995%. . ' L
- Only Medlcal Journal present in Index Medlcus Llst in 1995 from Turkey = -

""" Table IV: Some Journals Citing Turkish Journal of 'Pe'diatrics"' ;
(Random and lndeual Sampllng) (Part ) .

Turk J Pedlatr 1958; 1: 173. w e =T
Cited in: British Journal of Urology 1960 32 269 272
TurkJPedlatr1959260 e
Cited in: Lancet 1961; i. 20-22., Arch D|s Ch|ld 1961 36 137 . A
Turk J Pediatr 1966; 8: 206-215. ... . ST
Cited in: Ann NY Acad 1970 174: 592, and multlple journals

Turk J Pediatr 1973; 15: 82.

Cited in: Cancer 1977;- 40: 1519. } |

© Turk J Pediatr 1976; 18: 53. Rt
Cited in: Am J Dis Child 1979; 133: 1160.

Turk J Pediatr 1966; 8: 216. - SR
Cited in: Laryngoscope 1980; 90: 635. EERE -
Turk J Pediatr 1973; 15: 129. '

Cited in: Int J Cancer 1981; 15: 129., Br J Cancer 1984 49: 508.

Turk J Pediatr 1969; 11: 146. -
Cited in: J Neurosurgery 1984; 61: 167.

Turk J Pediatr 1982; 24: 211.
Cited in: The Pediatric Clinics of North America 1987; 34: 626
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Table V: Some Journals Citing Turkish Journal of Pediatrics
(Random and Individual Sampling) (Part Il)

Turk J Pedlatr 1983; 25: 91.
Cited in: Ultrasound MR 1987; 9: 13.

Turk J Pediatr 1978; 20: 133.-
Cited in: J Pediatr 1988; 133:; 30.

Turk J Pediatr 1981; 23: 269.
Cited in: Arch Neurology 1989; 46: 510. -

Turk J Pediatr 1981; 23: 37.
Cited in: N Engl J Med 1990; 323: 315.

Turk J Pediatr 1986; 28: 165. ,
Cited |n Am J Trop Pedlatr 1991 37 240.

Turk J Pedratr 1987; 29: 187 :
Cited in: Int J Cardlology 1992; 37: 329.

Turk J Pediatr 1981; 283: 269,
Cited in: J Neurosurgery 1992; 76: 696

Turk J Pedlatr 1987; 29: 171.
Clted in: Acta Paediatr 1993; 82 327

Turk J Pediatr 1986; 28: 219. S
Cited in: Ped Hematol Oncol 1994; 11: 223,

Table VI Some of the lnternatronal Textbooks Cmng Turkish Journal of Pedlatncs
(Random Sampling)

Recognizable Patterns of Human Malformation _
Smith DW (ed). Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Co; 1976.

Otolaryngology - :
Paparella and Shumrick (eds) W.B. Saunders Co; 1980.

Current Pediatric Dmgnosns and Treatment
Hathaway WE, Groothuis JR, Hay WW, Paisley JW (eds) New Jersey:

Appleton and Lange; 1991.

Effective Care of The Newborn infant
Sinclair JC and Bracken MB (eds). Oxford University Press; 1992.
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Table llb: Some Specifications of Cocuk Saghg ve Hastaliklari Dergisi
Reported in Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory

Reference: Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory 1994-1995, 33 ed, Vol: 3,
618.92 TU ISSN 0010-0161 Coden: CHSDAO

Cocuk Saghgl ve Hastaliklari Dergisi
(Text in Turkish; summaries in English)
1968.q. Turkish and International
Children's Center-Turkiye ve Uluslararasi Cocuk
Saghgi Merkezi, P.O. Box 66,
Samanpazari, 06240 Ankara - Turkey.
(Co-sponsor: Turkish National
Pediatric Society).bk. rev.; abstr.;

bibl.; charts; illus.; index: circ. 1500.
Indexed: Biological Abstracts,
Excerpta Medica (1992- )

Table VII: Some of the Journals, International Registry Books and International
Conferences' Proceedings Citing Cocuk Saglig ve Hastaliklari Dergisi*
(Random Sampling)

Cocuk Saglig ve Hastaliklar Dergisi 1979; 22: 52.
Cited in: Acta Haematol 1984; 71: 69. :

Cocuk Saghgr ve Hastaliklart Dergisi 1982; 25: 365.
Cited in: Hemoglobin 1985; 9: 209.

Cocuk Saglig ve Hastalklarn Dergisi 1972; 14: 155.
Cited in: Human and Experimental Toxicology 1990; 9: 273.

Cocuk Sagligi ve Hastaliklari Dergisi 1990; 33: 3-13.
Cited in: Register of Tetrahydrobiopterin Deficiencies. Dhont JL (Ed), 1991, p. 69.

Cocuk Sagligi ve Hastaliklan Dergisi Special issue 1991; 34: 247-379.
Title: Anne sutlu (Breast feeding) Copied and distributed for Proceedings of

UNICEF/WHO/IPA International Conference 1992, Ankara.

* Quarterly Journal of Child Health and Diseases: Full-text in Turkish with English abstracts.

In order to establish an opinion about the scientific pediatric publication potential
in our country, | will give three informative examples. In the first example, the
contents of Turk J Pediatr and CSHD are evaluated. The sort and number of
the articles submitted to Turk J Pediatr and CSHD in the period 1988-1993 are
summarized in Tables VIl and IX (Figs. 2-4). In this five-year period, of 588 articles
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