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Congenital hypoplasia or absence of the depressor angull oris muscle Is a minor
congenital anomaly causing asymmetrical crying facies (ACF). The interesting aspect
of this abnormality lies in the frequently assoclated abnormalities. Cardiac, urogenital,
musculoskeletal, respiratory and cervicofaclal defects have been described in cases
with ACF. Therefore it is suggested that ACF can be used as an index of other
congenital malformations. We report three cases with ACF who had varied congenital
anormalles. Key words: asymmeltric crying facies.

An infant whose face appears symmetrical at rest yet whose face is pulled downward
to one side when crying is said to have *asymmetrical crying facies (ACF)"!. The
cause of the facial asymmetry in this disorder is congenital absence or hypoplasia
of the depressor anguli oris muscle (DAOM) at the corner of the mouth?5,

A variety of anomalies have been observed in patients with ACF'. Therefore it
is suggested that ACF can be used as an index of other congenital anomalies’.
We report here three infants who were referred for evaluation of ACF and were
investigated for other congenital anomalies.

Case Reports

Case 1

A 12-month-old female infant was referred to our clinic for evaluation of a striking
asymmetry on the left corner of the mouth when crying, as well as intermittent
cyanosis. She was the seventh baby of this mother following a full-term
uncomplicated gestation, labor and delivery. She weighed 3400 g at birth, and
no neonatal complications had been recognized. Her motor and mental
development had been normal, and her parents and siblings were healthy.
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