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Traumatic injury to the ureter in childhood is uncommon, and since it is not
associated with hematuria may remain undiagnosed for a relatively long period of
time. In this paper we reported the case of a five-year-old girl who had ureteral injury
due to Kirschner wire application for hip dislocation. We drew attention to the fact
that pelvic interventions may be complicated by ureteral injury, and intravenous
pyelography to a useful tool to reach the final diagnosis. Key words: ureteral injury,
Kirschner wire.

Ureteral injuries are uncommon in children, accounting for only 4 percent of all
genitourinary trauma?. Lower ureteral injury may occur in conjunction with pelvic
fractures?. Injuries from ureteral catheterization and stone basketing are of more
concern in children than adults because of the relatively smaller diameter of the
ureter3, However, to the best of our knowledge, no patient has previously been
reported in the literature as having ureteral injury due to Kirschner wire
application.
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Case Report

A five-year-old girl was treated in our orthopedic department for bilateral
congenital dislocation of the hip. A Kirschner wire was inserted, and she was
discharged after immobilization with a pelvipedal cast (Fig. 1a, 1b). She was
readmitted three months later with abdominal distension, vomiting and failure to
pass stool, and the case was brought for consultation to our department.

Abdominal ultrasonography showed ascites as well as a cystic mass filled with
fibrinoid material in the retroperitoneal region posterior to the bladder. The patient
was diagnosed with a retroperitoneal pelvic abscess and underwent surgery.

During the operation, ascitic fluid, purulent material and fibrin were found
posterior to the bladder, and abdominal ascites was noted. The region was
explored and a retroperitoneal drain employed. Following surgical intervention,
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