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University Faculty of Medicine, Ankara, Turkey). Cranial computed tomographlic
findings in a patients with hypertensive encephalopathy in acute poststreptococcal
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A 13-year-old girl with a severe headache, biurred vision, altered mental status,
selzures, high blood pressure, edema and hematuria is presented. With a previous
history of upper respliratory tract infection, acute onset of edema, gross hematuria,
high ASO and low C, levels, she was diagnosed with acute poststreptococcal
glomerulonephritis (APSGN) and hypertensive encephalopathy. Computed tomography
(CT) revealed symmetric hypodense areas representing edema in the parieto-occipital
regions. As noted Iin previous reports, these CT findings are of value In establishing
the diagnosis of hypertensive encephalopathy. In this particular case the CT
appearance and the subsequent clinical Improvement without any neurological deficit
supported the diagnosis of hypertenasve encephalopathy due to APSGN. We emphasize
that awareness of the CT findings of hypertensive encephalopathy may facllitate in
making the correct dilagnosis In symptomatic hypertensive patients, especially in cases
with an unusual presentation or clinical course. Key words: CT findings, hypertensive
encephalopathy, acute poststreptococcal glomerulonephritis.

Encephalopathy refers to a non-infective cause of brain dysfunction. A wide
spectrum of conditions including hypertension can cause encephalopathy'-2.

Hypertension is found in over 75 percent of acute poststreptococcal
glomerulonephritis (APSGN) cases, but hypertensive encephalopathy due to
APSGN has been reported rarely in children®.

We present a 13-year-old girl with hypertensive encephalopathy due to APSGN
and the cranial computed tomographic (CT) findings.

Case Report

A 13-year-old girl was admitted to the hospital with altered mental status. Her
past history revealed a sore throat and fever about 20 days prior, and after
a latent period of ten days, she developed edema, nausea, vomiting and gross
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