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An eight-month-old female infant with a neurenteric cyst situated in the lumbar

- region is presented because of its rarity and because it can mimic other neurological
malformations which occur on the same site. Microscopic examination of the
surgically excised cyst revealed Water-Paccini corpuscies, lymphoid follicles, intesti-
nal mucosa and meningeal tissue which originated from two ectoderm and
endoderm-germ layers. Key words: neurenteric cyst, enterogenous cyst, intestinoma,
teratoid cyst.

Neurenteric cysts are rare malformations caused by the disturbance in closure of
the neurenteric canal occurring between the 18th - 215t day following conception.
The exact etiology of this complex malformation remains unknown!, It is
suggested that the failure of interposition of the mesoderm which forms the
normal covering around the spinal cord and persistent opposition of endodermal
and ectodermal derivatives give rise to these cysts2. Smith3 called these
malformations “dorsal fistula remnants”, but they have also been termed
“teratoma-like-cyst”, “enterocystoma”, “foregut cyst”, “gastrogenic cyst”,
“intestinoma”, “enterogenous cyst”, etc.l: 4. These cysts are always situated
between the gastrointestinal tract and the skin of the back. They may be
prevertebral, postvertebral and occasionally intraspinal in type. It is reported that
intracranial localization is very rare. The pons and medulla oblongata are the sites
of localization of this malformation?.

Neurenteric cysts are occasionally associated with gastrointestinal, vertebral and
central nervous system malformationsi-5,
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