The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics 31:57 - 61, 1989

MULTIPLE PRIMARY HYDATID CYSTS OF THE BRAIN’
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All reported cases of multiple hydatid cysts of the brain have resulted from
spontaneous, traumatic or surgical rupture of a primary solitary cyst1 . As far as
we know, only one case of multiple primary cerebral hydatid cysts had been
previously described’. We also present such a case. An extremely rapid growth of
cerebral hydatid cysts in children is suggested.

Case Report

A 15-year-old boy was admitted to Erciyes Uni;/ersity Hospital with a two-month
history of severe headache and intellectual deterioration. Ten days prior to
admission he developed progressive dysphasia. :

Neurological examination revealed bilateral papilledema, expressive dysphasia,
and obtundation. Skull films demonstrated evidence of raised intracranial
pressure. Computerized tomography (CT) showed four spherical, well-defined
cystic lesions occupying the left supratentorial hemisphere. Of these, three were
located in the frontoparietal region, and one measuring one cm in diameter, in the
occipital region. The cerebral hemisphere was markedly compressed and the
ventricular system was displaced to the opposite side. The lesions contained a
fluid with a Hounsfield unit value similar to that of cerebrospinal fluid, and
enhancement of a peripheral rim of the compressed brain was noted (Fig. 1). The
CT appearance was diagnosed as multiple hydatid cysts. Laboratory studies were
normal and there was no evidence of hydatid disease elsewhere.

During the operative procedure a large, frontoparietal bone flap was turned, the
dura and arachnoid were opened, and a cortical incision was made over the most
surperficial part of the cysts. The cysts were encountered at a depth of two mm.
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