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The May-Hegglin anomaly is a rare autosomal dominant disorder characterized by
the presence of single, large, bizarre, cigar-shaped platelets and Ddhle bodies in
the leukocytes. One third of the cases reported have associated thrombocytope-
nia. Most patients who have this disorder are asymptomatic or have a mild
bleeding disorder!-3,

May, who first described this disorder in 1909, noted the presence of blue
inclusion bodies in the cytoplasm of white blood cells in association with large
platelets that were in the peripheral blood smear of an asymptomatic girl. Similar
observations were then reported by Hegglin in 1945. The hereditary nature of this
anomaly was clearly defined in 1960, and less than 100 cases have been
described to date3-6,

Since this anomaly is rare, and because as far as we know, no cases have so far
not been reported from Turkey, we thought this family worthy of presentation.

Case Report

The pedigree of the reported family is presented in Fig. 1. The subject, IK, age 9,
was admitted to our clinic with a history of intermittent nose-bleeds and a
two-year history of recurrent petechial rash on his extremities. He was the fifth
child of parents who were not related. The subject had no remarkable prenatal,
natal or postnatal histories. His brother, mother and uncle had similar complaints.

On admission the patient’s general condition was good. He weighed 27 kg (70th
percentile) and his height was 132 cm (50t percentile). Body temperature, heart
and respiratory rate, and blood pressure were normal. He had a mild nose-bleed
and a discrete petechial rash on his shoulders and extremities. The liver and
spleen were not palpated. The other physical findings were all normal.
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