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In 1872 Morictz Kaposi described an independent entity of “idiopathic multiple
pigment sarcoma of the skin” in patients seen in the dermatology department’.
The tumor was characterized by the development of skin nodules or plaques
usually starting on the hands or feet but occasionally involving the viscera?.

It has been recently reported in the United States that immunosuppressed
patients34, homosexual men®, intravenous drug abusers. Haitian immigrants,
hemophiliacs®, and prision inmates’ were especially at risk of developing Kaposi's
sarcoma (KS). Recent reports of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)
have called attention to KS in children®. In this article, we present a three year-old
boy with aggressive KS.

Case Report

A three-year-old boy was admitted to the Dr. Sami Ulus Children’s Hospital in
October 1986, presenting with periorbital ecchymoses, palpebral edema,
dyspnea, and fever of eight days’ duration. There were no significant abnormaliti-
es pertaining to his prenatal, natal or early postnatal periods. His physical and
motor development was normal. It was ascertained that BCG, DPT, and polio
immunizations had been given to the patient at the appropriate intervals, and that
he had not contracted mumps, measles, varicella or pertussis. The child,
however, received various drugs for frequent upper respiratory tract infections
and recurrent episodes of otitis media. His mother, aged 20, is a housewife in
good health, and his father, aged 24, is a professional driver suffering from peptic
ulcer. The parents had never been abroad, had never been recipients of blood

* From the Departments of Pediatric Hematology and Oncology, and Pathology, Dr. Sami Ulus
Children’s Hospital, Ankara.
** Pathologist, Vakif Gureba Hospital, Istanbul.
*+# Assoclate Professor of Pediatric Oncology, Dr. Sami Ulus Children’s Hospital.
#=*» Dedjatrician, Dr. Sami Ulus Children’s Hospital.
»es»s Assoclate Professor of Pediatrics, Hacettepe University Institute of Child Health, Ankara.
=»=ane professor of Pathology, Gazi University Faculty of Medicine, Ankara.





















