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Pericardial mesothelioma is an extremely rare tumor originating from mediastinal
cells. A total 120 cases were reported with this tumor by 1985.7 This tumor is
most commonly seen in the third and fourth decades of life; males outnumbering
females by a ratio of two to one.? Anorexia, weight loss, fatigue, fever and cardiac
symptoms related to the localization of the tumor comprise the clinical picture
which closely resembles pericarditis. In 75 percent of cases, correct diagnosis has
been established at postmortem examinations'. Morphologically, these tumors
may be either localized or diffuse. Dawe et al3 have defined three histological
subtypes of pericardial mesothelioma: pure epithelial, spindle cell, and mixed.
Metastases to the pleura, adrenal glands and skin have been noted in 25 percent
of cases®. The prognosis of the disease is poor. Surgical excision is usually
impossible, and treatment with irradiation and chemotherapy generally lead only
to temporary improvement®. The mortality rate is 60 percent within six months
following the appearance of clinical symptoms?®.

We decided to present our case because the number of childhood cases of this
type of tumor diagnosed preceding death is extremely rare.-

Case Report

A nine and a half year old boy was admitted to the Istanbul University Children’s
Hospital with symptoms of cough, dyspnea and mild fever of one month's
duration. The history did not reveal any pertinent information such as exposure to
asbestos fibers. Physical examination revealed dyspnea, and crepitations were
heard in the lower lobes. Cardiac duliness was found to be enlarged. The heart

sounds were muffled.
Laboratory studies which included peripheral blood counts, serum glucose, ures,

creatinine and electrolytes were all within normal limits except for an elevated
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