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Gallbladder diseases are rare in childhood. Among these, acute hydrops of the
gallbladder is a particularly rare and distinct entity1-9. It is characterized by massive
distention of the gallbladder without calculi, congenital malformation of the ductal
systems or cholecystitis.

In this paper, a case of hydrops of the gallbladder is presented and the possible
etiological factors, clinical findings and methods of treatment of the disorder are
discussed.

Case Report

A nine-month-old male infant was admitted to Hacettepe Children's Hospital with
a fever of two weeks duration, abdominal pain, irritability and occasional vomiting.

On physical examination the temperature was found to be 38.2 °C. The infant
weighed 6.000 grams and was in a poorly-nourished state. The liver was palpable
2 cm below the costal margin and a 3 x 4 cm tender mass was found in the right
upper quadrant. No other pathological findings were discovered.

The white blood cell count was 4200/mm? and the hemoglobin level was 6.75 g/d|
with marked hypochromia on the peripheral blood smear. The urinalysis was
normal. The serum electrolytes, BUN, SGOT, SGPT, alkaline phosphatase, uric
acid, and creatinine were within normal limits. The total serum bilirubin level was
0.8 mg/dl with a direct fraction of 0.4 mg/dl. The plain abdominal and chest
roentgenograms and intravenous pyelography showed no abnormality. An
abdominal ultrasonography demonstrated hydrops of the gallbladder without
calculi (Fig. 1). Three days later, repeated ultrasonography showed no change in
the size of the gallbladder. Because of this finding and the perseverance of
abdominal tenderness, an exploratory laparotomy was performed. At surgery, a
markedly distended gallbladder was encountered with no inflammation (Fig. 2).
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