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CATARACT WITH INTRAOCULAR LENS IMPLANTATION
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Traumatic cataract is one of the most important reasons for amblyopia in young
children. It is well known that ophthalmologists have usually been unsuccessful in
preventing amblyopia in children aged three to seven years, who have sustained
traumatic cataract. In spite of successful cataract removal and diligent contact
lens wear, these eyes usually become amblyopic. The use of an intraocular lens in
this situation has been studied widelyl.

We report herein a case of the youngest patient in which an intraocular lens had
been implanted in Turkey to prevent amblyopia.

Case Report

A five-year-old boy was referred to our department with a trauma to his right eye
caused by the penetration of chestnut prickles in April, 1985. There were many
prickles in the cornea and some of them had entered the anterior chamber. The
depth of the anterior chamber was normal but the anterior capsule of the lens had
been ruptured by these prickles and most of the lens had become cataractous.
The patient presented with pain and visual acuity of hand motion in the right eye.
His left eye was uninjured. He was hospitalized, and under general anesthesia,
with the use of an operating microscope, the prickles were extirpated with
fine-tipped instruments. During the operation the depth of the anterior chamber
did not change. Seven days after the operation the patient was discharged and
was prescribed atropin sulfate and corticosteriod eye drops to be used two times
a day. One month postoperatively, the swollen cataract showed signs of
reabsorption, and three months after the injury eighty percent of the lens material
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traumatic cataract surgery. Considering the great propensity of the child's eye to
reabsorb lens material, fewer sessions are required>.

The patient described in this report is the youngest case of an intraocular lens
implant in Turkey. Postoperative increased visual acuity and an uncomplicated
course encourage us to continue with this procedure.

Summary

A five-year-old boy with traumatic cataract is presented who had undergone a
combined anterior chamber lens implantation and the Nd:YAG laser posterior
capsulotomy procedure. The patient was followed up for a period of 18 months.
The young boy showed an improvement in visual acuity without any signs of
complications. These results encourage further investigation into this procedure.
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