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Discussion

In this brief report we have presented the case of a child with Hodgkin’s disease,
in which the pancytopenia was probably due, at least in part, to histiocytic cell
phagocytosis as demonstrated in the liver, spleen and lymph nodes. Immune throm-
bocytopenia2, hemolytic anemia3, sarcoidosis4, and familial malignant histiocyto-
sis® are disorders associated with histiocytic phagocytosis. A similar picture has also
been described in sepsis®. In our patient we were not able to demonstrate the above
mentioned causes either in antemortem or in postmortem studies. In our case
Hodgkin’s disease was probably the cause of the erythrophagocytosis. Massive
phagocytosis has been reported in a 62-year-old man with lymphocyte depletion
type Hodgkin’s disease, and pancytopenia was attributed to intramedullary phago-
cytosis in that patient!. In the light of these findings it was thought that pancy-
topenia may be related to fibrosis of the bone marrow and phagocytosis of atypical
histiocytes of the liver, spleen and lymph nodes.

Since phagocytosis as the cause of the pancytopenia was not considered pre-
mortem, further investigations were not carried out. The absence of phagocytosis
in the bone marrow has been accounted for on the grounds that it was examined in
fibrotic samples 'in our patient’. Cellular and humoral immune deficiencies were
considered to be secondary to Hodgkin's disease.

Summary

Lymphocyte depletion type Hodgkin’s disease was diagnosed in the postmortem
examination of a five-year-old child. Massive erythrophagocytosis by normal histio-
cytes in the liver, spleen and lymph nodes was observed. We suggest that this
phagocytic cell activity may have been partly responsible for the pancytopenia
observed in this patient.
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