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Melanotic progonoma is a rare tumor, which characteristically has been found to
occur in the jaws of infants. These tumors have also been reported to have been
found elsewhere : in the shoulder epididymis, mediastinum, skull and brain 1-8.

These lesions have been designated melanotic ameloblastoma, melanotic neuro-
ectodermal progonoma, retinal anlage tumor, melanotic ameloblastic odontoma,
melanotic hamartoma®.10, '

The purpose of this paper is to present a case of successfully treated melanotic
progonoma of the maxilla, and give a brief review of the literature.

Case Report

A 2.5-month-old female infant was admitted to the Hacettepe Children’s Hospital in
December 1975 because of a mass in the mouth and subsequent feeding difficulties.
The mother had first noticed the mass as a small, firm, red colored lump in the
intraoral region of the left upper jaw when the baby was twenty days old. The mass
appeared to be growing rapidly and sucking and feeding were gradually impaired.

On physical examination, an obvious bulge in the left upper cheek was seen, but the
overlying skin was intact. Intraorally, a firm, egg-sized mass in the region of the
left upper jaw and the hard palate extending to the retromolar region was noted
(Figure 1). There was ulceration of the mucosa but no drainage from the lesion.

Radiographic studies revealed a large tumor with destruction of the left maxillary
and zygomatic bones. The results of the physical examination and laboratory
studies were essentially unremarkable except for the tumor. Biopsy revealed a
melanotic progonoma.
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where only a small gingival biopsy is performed, the sections show only poorly
pigmented, immature, neuroblast-like cells. In these cases difficulties of diagnosis
may arise.

The biologic behavior of the tumor in infants is usually benign. Therapy is local
excision. If not totally resected, the tumor tends to recur. The recurrence rate is
about 15%.-

In the case presented, although the tumor was extensive and required total maxil-
lary resection, follow-up studies up to 5 years in duration did not reveal any recur-
rence of the growth. -

-

Summary

In this article a 2.5-month-old female with melanotic progonoma of the left maxilla,
who was treated by a total resection of the makxilla, is presented.

Melanotic progonomas are rare, benign melanin-pigmented tumors, which usually
occur in the jaws of infants, and few cases are reported in the medical and dental
literature. The importance of wide surgical excision of these tumors is stressed.
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