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Torsion of the Gallbladder in
A Child”

(Case Report)
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Akgiin Hi¢cs6nmez, M.D ***%*

'I' orsion of the gallbladder is rarely seen in childhood. Less than a dozen
cases have been reported in the English literature since Wendell first
described the disease in 1898.!-4

In this paper a seven year old boy undergoing cholecystectomy
with the diagnosis of the torsion of the gallbladder while being opera-
ted for acute appendicitis is presented, and the ectiology of the torsion
of the gallbladder is briefly discussed.

Case Report

A seven year old boy was admitted to Hacettepe University,
Department of Pediatric Surgery on the 10th of June, 1977 with
the complaints of vomiting and severe colic pain in the right upper part
of the abdomen. There was no previous history of similar pain. The
patient had not had bowel movements since two days prior to his admis-
sion and had been vomiting. The family history was unremarkable.

Physical examination: Recvealed a pale and acutely ill child.
Temperature was 37.5 C°, pulse rate 120 /min and blood pressure 120/70
mm Hg. The abdomen was slightly distended and tenderness and rigi-
dity were observed in the right upper and lower abdomen. Bowel sounds
were normokinetic. Rectal examination revealed negative results.
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free in the abdominal cavity except for its attachment along the course
of the duct and cystic artery as was seen in our case and in the other the
gallbladder is also completely surrounded by peritoneum and attached
to the liver by a mesentery consisting of two layers of peritoneum.

The real precipitating factor of the torsion is not known in congeni-
tally abnormal gallbladders. However, It is likely that the cause is
vigorous peristalsis of the neighbouring organs.! In the older patients,
the etiology of the torsion frequently is the loss of fat and visceropitosis.®

Cholecystectomy is the method of treatment.

Summary

Torsion of the gallbladder was reported in a 7 year old boy, with a
brief review of the literature.
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