











20 UNILATERAL PULMONARY AGENESIS-PRESENTATION OF TWO NEW CASES

The difficulty of the diagnosis depends on the side of the absentlung,
the apparent dextracardia induced by the absence of the right lung being
a striking clinical finding. When the right lung is absent, the heart is
rotated in a clockwise direction and the apex beat is felt in the 3rd or
4th space in the right mid axillary line.'-” One of our cases showed
clockwise rotation, but no other abnormalities on ECG. There may be
obvious flattening of the chest on the affected side with impaired move-
ment on inspiration, the asymmetry of the chest becomes more noticeable
in the adult patients than in infants. Although it is reasonable to think
that respiratory sounds should be totally absent on the agenetic side,
because of the herniation of the other lung diminished respiratory soun-
ds may be audible on the agenetic side. This is especially true when the
right lung is agenetic, like in our cases.

For the diagnosis of agenesis of the lung, bronchoscophy, bronc-
hography, and angiocardiography are necessary.

Cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, urogenital, spinal, and ipsilateral
facial abnormalities may be associated with lung agenesis.

Recurrent pulmonary infections and the side of the agenesis affect
prognosis. The other important prognostic factors are the associated
abnormalities. Agenesis of right lung generally has poorer prognosis, the
cause may be the associated ¢ardiac malformations.

Summary

Two cases of right lung agenesis are presented. Literature concerning
this condition is briefly reviewed. We want to put emphasis on this abnor-
mality especially in the newborn period.
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