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was also seen on the examination of the kidney. The lymphnodes which
werc removed showed reactive hyperplasia. No malignant cell was seen.
The diagnosis was perirenal hematoma.

The parents were questioned more carefully, and admitted that the
patient had fallen down on her back two weeks ago while playing.

‘The patient was discharged, in good health, on the twelfth day of
admission.

Discussion

The diagnosis and treatment of renal fossa masses are difficult in
infancy and childhood. Under age 5, the threce major causes are hydrone-
phrosis, Wilms’ tumor and ncuroblastoma. Perirenal hematoma is a
very rare cause of abdominal masses in this age group.? It usually follows
major traumas to the kidneys resulting in hypovolemia, abdominal
mass, pain, tenderness, rebound pain and also signs of “surgicalabdomen”’.
Major indications for surgical intervention are long duration, severity and
resistance to trecatment of hypovolemia.36 Nephrectomy is the only
treatment of choice. Medical treatment ends with the calcification of
the resolving hematoma at the perirenal region. Rarely, organised hema-
tomas cause constriction of the ureter and renal vessels and require
-treatment.5

It could be difficult to explain the formation of the capsula here
in this case in the time period suggested by the family but it could be
speculated that the physical signs which were detected upon admission are
related to continuous bleeding which explains the hypertension as well.

In conclusion, we would like to stress on perirenal hematoma as
one of the causes of abdominal masses in infancy and childhood mimic-
king Wilms’ tumor.

Summary

A case of perirenal hematoma mimicking Wilms’ tumor is presented
in a 22 months old infant. Details of the history are presented.
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