The Turkish Journal of Pedialrics
Volume 18 / Number 34 [ July-October 1976 [ pp. 107 - 109

Fogarty Balloon Catheter: A
Technical Aid in the Removal
of Tracheo-Bronchial Foreign
Bodies*
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nhalation of foreign bodies in childrenis a very serious and sometimes

fatal problem. A clear history is it self an indication for bronchosco-
pic examination.! Some of the foreign bodies can not be grasped by
bronchoscopic forceps and these patients are subjected to thoracotomy and
bronchotomy for the extraction of these foreign bodies. Foreign bodies
like beads are sometimes not removable by the usual bronchoscopic
forceps.2 We have used Fogarty catheter in a case of bead inhalation in
our clinic. This is the only instance where the foreign body was removed
by a Fogarty catheter in our wide clinical experience with over 500
cases of foreign bodies in the airways.?

Case Presenlation

I. A. (file no: 841181), 7 year-old boy was referred to our clinic
due to inhalation of a bead 2 days ago. He had developed respiratory
distress after the aspiration of the foreign body. Chest X-ray did not
show any radio-opaque foreign body. He was subjected to bronchoscopic
examination.

A bead was seen in the tracheal lumen, moving to and fro during

respiration. It could not be grasped by usual bronchoscopic forceps and
it was pushed to the right main bronchus. A thin Fogarty catheter was
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