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igneous conjunctivitis is a rare form of membraneous cecnjunctivitis,
the treatment of which has teen unsuccessful until recent times.

It was Lijo-Pavia who first described the condition in 1924. He tried
to treat the disease with huile de genévrier, but the patient unfortunately lost
both eyes. ' 2 Kalt and Autier in 1925 tried auto-vaccine and ultraviolet
light treatment, but again without success.?

Various antibiotics, sulfamides, anti-diphtheric serum, streptoc-
cinase-streptodornase, steroids, cauterization with chemical compounds,
radiotherapy, beta radiation and surgical prccedures have been tried with-
out success and most cases reviewed in the literature have resulted in
loss of the eyes due to corneal involvement.2 3 4 The local application of
alpha chymotrypsin has been recorded in recent literature, 3 ® but again
without favorable results.

The first sensational achievement in the treatment of this disease
must be attributed to Frangois and his co-workers.® These authors treated
a girl with local application of hyaluronidase, in combination with alpha
chymotrypsine, in the light of specific anatomopathologic and histochemi-
cal investigations, which showed the mucopolysaccharide constitution of
the ligneous membrane.

Duke-Elder? recorded only about 5o cases of ligneous conjunctivitis
in the literature, which shows that the disease can be considered very
rare. Two cases of this type of conjunctivitis were seen in the Department
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alpha chymotrypsine. This case was, presumably, the third one in the
world to be treated by this method, and is a typical example of the satis-
factory treatment of the disease for which all previous attempts were un-
successful.
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