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l- eber’s tapeto-retinal dystrophy, first described in 1869, is classified
among the diffuse dystrophies of the retina, and is one of the main causes
of congenital blindness.’-5 Its hereditary and familial character, which
is closely related with consanguinity, was also suggested in 1871.2 3 5-7

It is quite certain that the importance of genetics in medicine has
increased simultaneously’ with our knowledge of hereditary diseases, and
the structure and nature of chromosomes. The discovery of the exact
number of human chromosomes in 1956, and the first chromosomal ano-
maly described in 1959, once again drew world-wide attention to heredi-
tary diseases, for the diagnosis of some of which, chromosome analysis has
gained great interest®-15,

We also carried out chromosome analysis during an investigation
on clinical and biostatistical evaluation of Leber’s tapeto-retinal dys-
trophy known as a disease of recessive hereditary character.!6-17,

Materials and Methods

Our series consisted of 39 children from 36 families, in 17 of which
there was no consanguinity and in 18 of the consanguineous marriages the
husbands and wives were first cousins.

Chromosome analysis were carried out by the micromethod on peri-
pheral blood cells, which is the routine method used for chromosome
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13 cases, and no chromosomal abnormalities were suggested. Our results
with a larger series, which are the first to appear from Turkey, were also
in agreement with the previous studies.

Summary

A search was made for chromosome abnormalities in Leber’s tapeto-
retinal dystrophy using the micromethod on the peripheral blood cells
of 32 out of 39 children belonging to 36 families. No abnormalities were
observed.
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