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likely due to lack of synthesis by the liver in the fetus or in early
neonatal life.

At two weeks and two months of age p Hb c¢’s were found high-
er than cord blood in seven of 23 and three of 13 babies respec-
tively. That one of these babies at two weeks and two others at two
months of age showed haptoglobins in their serum when examined
electrophoretically further supports the suggestion that the cause

of hypohaptoglobinemia in the newborn period is not due mainly to
increased in vivo hemolysis.

More than half of our babies’ serum haptoglobin bands were
shown at two weeks and almost 70 per cent at two months of age.
Although the numbers of cases are not sufficent to consider the

distribution of haptoglobin genotypes in this country, the results
resemble those of Erdem et al.?

Summary

Plasmo hemoglobin and haptoglobin determinations were done
simultaneously in 70 cord blood samples. No correlation was found
between the plasma hemoglobin levels and the presence or absence
of haptoglobin in this period of life. Plasma hemoglobin concentra-
tions were also found to be increased at two weeks and two months

of age. Hp 2-2 was more frequently observed in the babies on whom
this study was conducted.
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