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One new point—inconsistent with the older theory of the recessi-
vity of the Le?® red cell character—is that Le (a+)~vLe (a-}) matings
would occasionally produce Le (a—) children. If the parents were
sese Lele and sese Lele, 25 per cent of the children would be sese
lele. Such families have been reported.

The Le-le locus does not seem to be closely linked with the
Se-se locus, and may even be on a separate chromosome. The Luth-

eran and ABO loci also appear to be some distance from the Le-le
locus.

To sum up, the effect of the three loci mentioned does not seem
to be to synthesize slightly different macromolecules, but rather to
"determine the serological and genetic specificity of the macromole-
cules. The final product, the detectable antigen, is attained after a
series of metabolic steps which are controlled by the loci mentioned
here. The place of Le® in the system is controversial. It is known
that two types of anti-Leb sera exist, increasing the complexity of
the situation, even more so because Grubb worked with one type and

Cepellini with another, although this.was not apparent in the main
phase of their work.

The so-called antigen Le® was thought to be a product of the
interaction between genes from different loci. It is probably not
determined by an allele at the Le-le locus. When more facts are
established, the whole system may be found to look quite different
than we think today. The Le® antigen can be accommodated in the
picture given here, but only with some difficulty.




