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Discussion

Our observations indicated that diseases such as whooping
cough, anemia, avitaminosis ,and upper respiratory infections occur-
red in about the same ratio in every age group, with a slightly higher
incidence of anemia in the two to four age group. The diseases of
highest incidence were measles and chicken pox, which occurred five
times more often than whooping cough.

Mortality rates : Generally, we were unable to discover the cau-
ses of death. We were given descriptions of abdominal pain and
cyanosis but these were too vague to consider seriously. Mortality
rates in the five villages were found to be 199, 97.7, 112, 125, and
90.1 per thousand. When the village without its own water supply or
land is compared with the others where living standards are higher,
it is seen that there is not much difference in the mortality rates.
This cannot be explained either by the water situation or the low
economic standing, but by the lack of knowledge and experience in
raising children common to all the villages. Here we have to remind
_ourselves of the importance of child health in public education.

Abortion rates : The rates we obtained were calculated on the
basis of 1,000 born children and are as follows : 41.2, 97.7, 88.1, 88.1,
49.3, and 54.8. These rates are several times greater than those of
Europe. At this point, birth control becomes another problem, and,
whether it is practiced or not, people induce abortion in various ways
even if it costs their health and lives.

Stillbirth rates : These were 12.6, 10.57, 30.45, 8.20, and 32.1
per cent, respectively, and are comparable to child mortality rates in
Europe. We must point out that all the villages except one have
midwives. The presence of near-by cities and good roads make it
possible for these villagers to reach hospitals in a short time. The
high rate of stillbirths in spite of these facilities comes from the fact
that women are not examined during their pregnancies. If a centrally
located mother and child health program is begun, it is probable that
the rate of stillbirths will be decreased.

Relation between number of children and age of parents : Ac-
cording to our data, parents have their first child when the father is
27 years old and the mother 23, on the average. By the time of their
third child, the father’s average age is 30, and the mother’s, 28. We
can suppose that in the ensuing years the average couple will have
more than three children. Since the average family has only four









