The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics 2026; 68: 18-24

https://doi.org/10.24953/turkjpediatr.2026.7526 Original Article

Full-text publication outcomes of oral abstracts presented at
the Turkish National Pediatric Congresses

Sinem Akgiil'**, Ozge Basaran'?®, Melis Pehlivantiirk Kizilkan'?®,
Giilen Eda Utine?®, Leman Akcan Yildiz?°, Yilmaz Yildiz?°, Ali Diizova?®,

Enver Hasanoglu*?

'Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine, Hacettepe University, Ankara, Tiirkiye; *Editorial Board, Turkish Journal of Pediatrics;
*Turkish National Pediatric Society, Ankara, Tiirkiye.

ABSTRACT

Background. Scientific congresses are critical platforms for knowledge dissemination and collaboration. The
scientific value of presented abstracts is best demonstrated through their subsequent publication as full-text
articles in peer-reviewed journals. This study aimed to evaluate the publication rate and characteristics of oral
abstracts presented at the Turkish National Pediatric Congresses (TNPC) between 2019 and 2023.

Methods. Abstract books of five consecutive congresses were reviewed. The publication status of each abstract
was determined through systematic searches in Web of Science, PubMed, Scopus, Google Scholar and the
TR Index utilizing the title, keywords from the title and author names. Parameters such as study design,
collaboration type, index status and the impact factor of the journal, the year it was published, and time to
publication were analyzed. Additionally, the subspecialty of each abstract and the publication rate for each
subspecialty were evaluated.

Results. Among 268 oral abstracts, 111 (41.8%) were published as full-text articles. Of these, 66 (59.5%) were
published in journals indexed in the Science Citation Index Expanded. Approximately one-third (32.4%) of the
articles were published in Q1 or Q2 ranked journals. The average impact factor was 1.72 + 1.26 and the mean
time to publication was 1.6 + 1.17 years. The most common study design published was retrospective (51.3%),
and the majority were single-center studies (88.3%). The highest publication rates were observed in the fields of
rheumatology, adolescent medicine, and infectious diseases.

Conclusion. A significant portion of the papers presented at TNPC congresses are published in peer-reviewed
scientific journals. The fact that more than one-third of the published studies appear in high-impact journals
demonstrates the academic quality of the papers presented at the congresses and the effectiveness of the
selective evaluation process. The findings provide valuable contributions to the monitoring and development
of academic productivity in the field of pediatrics in Tiirkiye.
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Scientific ~ congresses represent essential and for networking for future collaborations.
venues for sharing emerging research, offering =~ While such presentations are valuable for
investigators the opportunity to present fostering dialogue and early feedback, their
preliminary results to the academic community lasting scientific contribution depends largely
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on subsequent full-text publication.! This
transition not only facilitates peer validation and
wider dissemination, but also ensures that the
research becomes a citable part of the scholarly
record, enabling further inquiry and application.
Additionally, presentations of research with
stronger scientific and methodological quality
also encourages higher-quality submissions to
future congresses. Assessing the rate at which
conference abstracts are converted into full-text
publications is therefore of critical importance,
as it reflects not only the scientific quality and
methodological rigor of the presented research
but also the academic influence and credibility
of the conferences themselves.> Reported
publication  rates  following  conference
presentations vary across medical specialties,
typically ranging from 34% to 59%.?

The Turkish National Pediatric Society (TNPS),
founded in Ankara in 1958 by Prof. Dr. Thsan
Dogramaci, has played a leading role in
advancing pediatric healthcare in Tiirkiye
for over six decades. With 24 branches across
various provinces, the Society has made
significant contributions to the improvement
of child health through education, advocacy,
and scientific exchange. As part of its mission,
TNPS has organized 68 Turkish National
Pediatric Congresses (TNPCs), which bring
together thousands of healthcare professionals
annually. These congresses provide a forum for
the presentation of current issues in pediatric
health and the latest scientific developments by
both nationally and internationally recognized
experts. In addition to promoting high-quality,
evidence-based education, the congresses foster
professional networking among pediatricians.
Each year, approximately 50 oral abstracts are
presented, offering pediatricians across the
country an opportunity to share their research
with a broader academic audience.

TNPS also publishes two academic journals in
collaboration with the Hacettepe University
Institute of Child Health and the International
Children’s Center. Among them, The Turkish
Journal of Pediatrics (TJP), published bimonthly

The Turkish Journal of Pediatrics = January-February 2026

Publication Outcomes of TNPC Oral Abstracts

since 1958, is indexed in the Science Citation
Index-Expanded. As the editorial board of
TJP, we recognized that, despite the rigorous
peer-review process used for oral abstract
selection at TNPCs, limited data exist regarding
the proportion of these abstracts that are
ultimately published as full-text articles and the
characteristics of those publications.

This study aims to address this gap by
evaluating the publication rate of oral abstracts
presented at TNPCs and analyzing the
associated characteristics of the resulting full-
text publications over a five-year period (2019-
2023).

Materials and Methods

Study design and data collection

The study included five TNPCs held between
2019 and 2023. Oral abstracts were identified
from official congress abstract books. A master
list of all oral abstracts was compiled; poster
abstracts were not evaluated. Abstracts from the
past two congresses (2024 and 2025) were not
included in the analysis, as an adequate time
interval is required for the studies to progress
to full-text publication.

Search strategy

Each abstract was searched in PubMed, Web of
Science, Scopus, Google Scholar and TR Index
using author names, abstract titles, and title
keywords. Both English and Turkish titles were
used in the search. Each year was evaluated
independently by two researchers. Publications
matching the abstracts were counted as
“converted abstracts”.

Variables analyzed

The following data were collected: Pediatric
subspecialty category, year of presentation,
study design (retrospective, prospective or
cross-sectional), collaboration (single-center,
multicenter, international), time to publication
(years), journal indexing status (Science Citation
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Index Expanded [SCIE], Social Sciences Citation
Index [SSCI], Emerging Sources Citation Index
[ESCI], TR Index (also known as TR Dizin),
and others [journals not indexed in any of
the aforementioned databases]) and for those
indexed in the Web of Science, journal impact
factor and quartile (Q) category of the journal at
the time of publication, as reported by Clarivate
Journal Citation Reports.

Statistical analysis

Descriptive statistics were used. Numerical
variables were presented as mean + standard
deviation (SD), and categorical data as frequency
and percentage. All analyses were performed
using IBM SPSS Statistics for Windows, Version
21.0 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY, USA).

Results

Out of 268 oral abstracts presented between
2019 and 2023, a total of 111 (41.8%) were
subsequently published as full-text articles
in peer-reviewed journals. The year-by-year
distribution of publication rates and related
characteristics is presented in Table I. The
highest annual conversion rate was observed in
2019 (50.0%), and the lowest in 2023 (29.1%).

Fig. 1. illustrates the distribution of time from
abstract presentation to publication, stratified by
presentation year. The majority of publications
occurred within 3 years for all cohorts.

Among the published abstracts, 61.3% (n=68)
appeared in journals indexed in SCIE or SSCI,
while 17.1% (n=19) were published in journals
indexed in ESCI. Publications in journals
indexed in TR Index constituted 13.5% (n=15)
of the total of published articles. The mean
time to publication was 1.6 + 1.17 years, with a
range from 0 to 6 years. Most of the published
studies were retrospective in design (51.3%)
and conducted in a single center (88.3%), while
only three (2.7%) were the result of international
collaborations.
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The mean journal impact factor was 1.72 + 1.26
(range: 0.04—4.84). One study published in The
Lancet in 2020 (impact factor: 99.7) was excluded
from the impact factor analysis due to its outlier
status. Approximately one-third (32.4%) of the
articles were published in Q1 or Q2 ranked
journals.

Subspecialties with the highest number of
abstracts  submitted included Infectious
Diseases (n=32), Neonatology (n=24), and
Social Pediatrics (n=23). Table II presents the
distribution of abstracts and publication rates by
pediatric subspecialty. The highest conversion
rates were observed in Pediatric Rheumatology:
100% (5/5) and Adolescent Medicine: 71.4%
(5/7).

Discussion

Since its establishment, the TNPS has organized
annual national pediatric congresses that have
evolved into cornerstone events in the field.
These meetings bring together leading experts
from Tiirkiye and abroad to present the latest
research and clinical advancements. Although
the abstracts submitted to TNPS congresses have
the potential to significantly influence pediatric
practice, no prior systematic evaluation has
assessed how many of these presentations
successfully undergo peer review and achieve
full-text publication. This study demonstrates
that nearly half of the oral abstracts presented
at TNPCs were subsequently published as full-
text articles, a rate that aligns with findings
from other international congresses. A 2018
Cochrane review examining 425 studies and
307,028 scientific meeting abstracts reported
a mean full-text publication rate of 46.4%.'
In contrast, two studies from other Turkish
medical societies in 2014 and 2015, found much
lower publication rates of 11% and 21.9%,*®
suggesting that the publication outcomes of
TNPC abstracts compare favorably within the
national context.
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Fig. 1. Time from abstract presentation to publication by year.

Table II. Number of abstracts and full-text publication rates by pediatric subspecialty.

Subspecialty* Total number of abstracts, n (column %) Publication rate, n (row %)
Adolescent health 7 (2.6) 5(71.4)
Allergy 9 (3.4) 2 (22.2)
Cardiology 14 (5.2) 5(35.7)
Developmental pediatrics 14 (5.2) 7 (50.0)
Emergency medicine 6(2.2) 2 (33.3)
Endocrinology 13 (4.9) 6 (46.2)
Gastroenterology 16 (6.0) 5(31.3)
General pediatrics 9 (3.4) 4 (44.4)
Genetics 5(1.9) 2 (40.0)
Hematology 9 (3.4) 2(22.2)
Immunology 5(1.9) 2 (40.0)
Infectious diseases 32 (11.9) 18 (56.3)
Intensive care 14 (5.2) 6 (42.9)
Metabolism 15 (5.6) 4(26.7)
Neonatology 24 (9.0) 10 (41.7)
Nephrology 14 (5.2) 6 (42.9)
Neurology 14 (5.2) 4 (28.6)
Non-pediatric specialty 8(2.9) 2(25.0)
Oncology 7 (2.6) 2 (28.6)
Pulmonology 5(1.9) 2 (40.0)
Rheumatology 5(1.9) 5(100.0)
Social pediatrics 23 (8.6) 11 (47.8)
Total 268 (100) 111 (41.8)

*Presented in alphabetical order.
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Despite the relatively high publication rate, it is
important to recognize that more than half of the
abstracts were not published in peer-reviewed
The reasons for non-publication
remain unclear; it is not known how many were
submitted and subsequently rejected versus
never submitted at all. A prior study in 2003,
on orthopedics meetings found that 16% of
abstracts were submitted but rejected, while
36% were never submitted. The most commonly
cited reasons for non-submission included lack
of time, ongoing nature of the project, and
difficulties in collaboration with co-authors.®
These findings highlight the need to explore
and address the barriers that prevent abstracts
from being developed into full manuscripts.

journals.

The mean time to publication in our study was
1.6 years, consistent with previous reports in
the literature. For example, a study of abstracts
presented at the Urological Society of Australia
and New Zealand’s annual meetings reported
a mean time to publication of 1.3 years, with
80% published within two years.” In our study,
the longest observed time to publication was 6
years. Similar trends have been observed across
various medical specialties, where publication
timelines generally range from 1 to 2 years.
This delay likely reflects the time required
for manuscript preparation, submission, peer
review, and editorial processing.® The peak
in publication rates in 2019 and the decline
observed in 2023 may further support this
observation.

Similar to the literature, in our
retrospective  and  single-center

dominated both the study design and level of
collaboration, likely due to their feasibility and
ease of data access. However, previous studies
have shown that multicenter and international
studies are more likely to be published and have
greater impactemphasizing the importance
of promoting collaborative research efforts in

future congress submissions.

study
studies
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Subspecialties with the highest number of
submitted
Diseases, Neonatology, and Social Pediatrics—
consistent with the common thematic priorities
of general pediatric congresses. It is noteworthy

abstracts included Infectious

that each subspecialty also maintains its own
national society, which may draw high-quality
submissions to specialty-specific meetings and
thereby limit the number of top-tier abstracts
submitted to general pediatric congresses.

This study has several limitations. First, we
analyzed only oral abstracts and did not
assess the study designs of those that were not
published. Previous research has indicated that
abstracts presenting randomized controlled
trials and those selected for oral presentation are
more likely to be published,’ but we were unable
to evaluate this factor within the unpublished
group. Second, our full-text search was limited
to journals indexed in Medline and TR Index.
Therefore, it is possible that some publications
were missed, although each abstract was
independently evaluated by two reviewers to
minimize this risk. Another possible reason
for some being missed could be that the title
of the article, the keywords, or some of the
authors may have appeared differently in the
publication. Additionally, we were not able to
evaluate the reasons for non-publication.

In conclusion, the fact that nearly half of the
abstracts were published—over one-third of
them in Q1 or Q2 ranked journals—and the
relatively short time to publication suggest
that the studies presented orally at TNPCs are
of high scientific quality and are maturing into
full publications in a timely manner. TNPCs
contribute meaningfully to the national pediatric
research output. These findings highlight
of monitoring
productivity and identifying potential barriers

the importance academic

to publication, thereby contributing to the

continued development of pediatric research in
Tiirkiye.
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