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To the Editor,

I would like to draw the attention of your readers to the possibility of 
showing the cause of recurrent meningitis by radioisotopic investigation, 
where the conventional methods fail to demonstrate an anatomical 
defect.1-6

In two cases aged 8 and 15 years, that were admitted to the Hacettepe 
Children’s Hospital with the diagnosis of recurrent meningitis for 6 and 
2 times, respectively, (Protocol Nos: 382326, 470143) 2 and 4m Ci Tc 
99mm was given intrathecally and a cysternogram performed at the 
2nd, 6th and 24th hours, showed clearly a leakage of radio active material 
from the outside of the cysterna and in front of the nasal passage in the 
first case and from the left frontal cranial bone in the second case. No 
defects were previously observed by conventional methods of investigation 
in these cases.

In the first case, no surgery was performed and the patient was 
readmitted for the 7th time because of another attack of recurrent 
meningitis. He was treated successfully and placed on long-acting Peni- 
cilllin prophylaxis since the cultures were proven to be pneumococci 
each time. The patient has had no further occurrence up to the present 
time. The second case who underwent duraplasty, made a good recovery 
and no further recurrent maningitis has occurred in this patient.

Güler Kanra, M.D.*

* From Hacettepe University Childrens Medical Center Ankara.
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