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Asiatic flu entered Turkey in June 1957 and the government
decided that influenza cases should be reported. In August, 53,565
cases, in September, 106,970, and in October, 128,277 cases were re-
ported. In November, 50,580 cases and in the following months, 17,587,
10,088, and 2188 cases were reported. The epidemic caused a consi-

derable number of deaths (see figure 1). Payzin, et al # ° isolated a
Q phase strain of A. virus from an influenza patient who showed signs

of mental confusion, and it was codified by WIC as A/Turkey
515/57. Some 41 strains were later isolated by Berke and Ar:i and
Ozliiarda. '° Different kinds of complications of influenza, includ-
ing many cases with psychiatric syndromes, were observed during
the height of the epidemic.® In the winters of 1958 and 1959, A. virus
(9 strains) was isolated by Berke and Ozliiarda.!* In 1960, A /Turkey
1/60 virus was isolated and a rise of B antibodies was also detected
in some human sera. '

No influenza epidemics were recorded in Turkey during the win-
ters of 1959 - 60 and 1960 - 61. In the winter of 1962 - 63, A- virus and
B virus infections were recorded as sporadic cases (see table 3) with
the complement fixation test, but no viruses were isolated.*?

Other Myxovirus infections : No information is available on
para influenza virus infections and hemoabsorbtion viruses.

Adenovirus Infections

Adenovirus infections should be common in this country. The
first recognized adenovirus epidemic was recorded in the winter of
1957 - 58 and was due to adenovirus type 6. One strain was isolated
from an influenza - like case with adenitis and conjunctivitis (Asst.
Prof. K. Ozsan himself, from our department was the case) by
Payzin, and another strain was isolated by Dr. Ar1!® and classified
as adenovirus type 6 by the Virus Reference Laboratory, in Colindale,
London. The last strain was isolated from a mild epidemic in a school
dormitory where 72 cases of common cold and angina were reported.

Another mild epidemic due to adenoviruses was recorded in the
winter of 1959 - 60 in Ankara. It was proven by serological tests, but
no strains were isolated.’ According to Ozliiarda,' in the winter of
1962 - 63 all attempts by the National Influenza Center in Ankara to
isolate adenoviruses failed and 271 sera were found negative for adeno-
virus antibodies with the complement fixation test out of 530 sera
tested (see table 3).
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