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} Terminology

A variety of names have been used to describe the anomaly
characterized by the absence of the upper part of the inferior vena
cava with azygos continuation. Some of the terms to be found in
the literature are: anomalous inferior vena cava with azygos contin-
uation; absent inferior vena cava; anomalous inferior vena cava
with azygos drainage; absence of the hepatic segment of the infe-
rior vena cava; persistence of the supracardinal vein; persistence
of the subcardinal vein; absence of the prerenal segment of the in-
ferior vena cava; infrahepatic interruption of the inferior vena
cava with azygos (hemiazygos) continuation; and continuation of
the postcardinal vein. The very number and variety of terms used
indicates that none adequately explains the exact nature of the
anomaly.

This type of anomaly, which we shall refer to as the absence
of the superior part of the inferior vena cava with continuation of
the azygos vein, is a rare condition and only a few cases (41) have
been reported in the literature. In 1958, during a study of macros-
copic anatomy, Dr. Zeren and his colleagues * at Istanbul University,
observed a case in which the upper part of the inferior vena cava
was absent and a large azygos vein carried the blood from the lo-
wer part of the inferior vena cava to the right atrium.

Pleasants ?, in 1911, wrote a review on the subject of obstruc-
tions of the inferior vena cava. In nine of the cases he reviewed,
the anomaly was considered to be of congenital origin and effected
various parts of the inferior vena cava. In only one of the cases re-
ported by Pleasants was there a complete absence of the upper por-
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fects. Roentgen ray examination of the heart may reveal an enlar-
ged azygos vein at the junction of the superior vena cava and the
right atrium.

Cardiac catheterization by way of the arm veins may be nor-
mal except for the impossibility of advancing the catheter into the
inferior vena cava. If cardiac catheterization is carried out via the
saphenous vein, the right atrium will be entered only from the su-
perior vena cava.

In our patient the hepatic vein drained into the right atrium
'directly. Since the catheter did not go further into the coronary
‘sinus, this seemed to indicate the absence of the left superior vena
cava entering the coronary sinus. There was a normal superior ve-
na cava. The condition was interpreted as a probable tricuspid at-
resia. The presence of congenital heart malformation in addition to
the absence of the upper part of the inferior vena cava with azygos
continuation is not uncommon.

_ Although the malformation is rare, we feel it should be taken
into consideration with a patient who is being catheterized via the
saphenous vein or the inferior vena cava. '

Summary

The authors discuss anomalies of the inferior vena cava and
present the case history of a 25 month old girl with absence of the
upper part of the inferior vena cava with azygos continuation.
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