CHILD MORTALITY IN THE HATAY
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The Hatay region, which was returned to Turkey after the
plebiscite of 1938, is favored with a mild climate and fertile soil and
should, accordingly, have a higher standard of living than some other
parts of the country. Unfortunately this is not the case. Living
standards are quite low in the Hatay as a whole and most particularly
so in the small villages.

Using literacy as one index of the standard of living it was
found in a recent survey that the literacy level for people above
school age in the Hatay was below the general rate for Turkey as a
whole. In 1945 the rate for the Hatay was 21.6 per cent and for Tur-
key as a whole (63 provinces) it was 30.2 per cent. By 1950 the rate
had risen to 25.7 per cent in the Hatay and to 34.6 per cent in the
country as a whole. In both years, the number of literate people
above school age was higher in 38 out of 62 provinces than in the
Hatay (i.e. in 61.3 per cent) and lower in 24 (38.7 per cent) putting
the Hatay well below the median for the country.! According tv
international standards® the level of education and the number of
literate people are important criteria in determining the living level
of a region. These figures gain additional importance with regard to
the Hatay since, except for child mortality figures, they are the only
statistics obtainable.

Census figures for Turkey reveal that the population has more
than doubled in one generation. After the war of independence in
1922 the population was 13,600,000. By the time of the 1960 census
it had risen to 29,000,000. This rate of increase is one of the highest
in the world and it is all the more striking in view of the unfortunate
fact that Turkey also has one of the world’s highest infant mortality
rates. Comparative figures for mortality in the first year of life
show that the rate, according to the 1957 WHO epidemiological and
vital statistics report, was 20 per 1000 live births in New Zealand,
21/1000 in Australia, 26/1000 in the United States, 31/1000 in
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Here the difference between village and city mothers is found
to be 1.035 in favor of the village mothers. With a t value of 3.689
and 448 degrees of freedom, the P value is found to be less than 1 per
cent showing that here again we have a statistically significant differ-
ence.

TABLE 4
INCIDENCE OF TWINS
Confinements Children Boern Twins(Per Cent)
Villages 1756 1784 1.594
Cities 1530 1551 1.372

It is obvious from table 4 that there were a number of multiple
births among the village mothers since 28 more children were born to
these mothers than there were confinements recorded. If we assume
for the sake of argument that all of these 28 were twin births, then
1 in every 63 deliveries resulted in a twin birth. Using Hellin’s for-
mula for calculating the probable number of triplets in a given
population from the incidence of twin births (63 X 63 = 3969) we
see that it is highly unlikely that there would be any trinlets at all
in our sample since only 1 in every 3969 births would normally be
expected to be triplets. (The figure 3969 is the smallest figure for
this group in which there would be a probability of triplets since if
there were less than 28 sets of twins in the group the incidence
would be less than 1 in 63 and the number of births in which a set of
triplets could ke expected would thus have to be higher.) Accordingly
with only a slight margin for error, we feel justified in calculating
the incidence of twins from the excess of births over confinements®.

By the same reasoning we have arrived at a rate of 1 in every
73 deliveries for twin births among the city mothers in our group.
The incidence of twins is thus calculated to be 1.594 per cent of all
births for village mothers and 1.372 per cent for city mothers.
Although the incidence of twin births varies from people to people
and is governed by many hereditary and environmental factors, the ‘
classical figure for the world asa whole is a one to two per
cent incidence of twins. Our figures therefore are well within the
expected range.

* In all our research we have encountered only one set of triplets.
























