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The intention of this paper is to present certain statistical data
on schizophrenia in Turkey and to attempt to stimulate research into
the state of schizophrenia in Turkey today. No previous paper has
been published on this subject although the symptoms of :schizophrenia
in its early stages were discussed by the author and Dr. Adasal in a
paper published in 1957.' The present paper will cover 189 cases of
schizophrenia collected in Ankara between 1944 and 1950. A subse-
quent paper will correlate this material with data recorded during
the years 1956 - 1962. It is obvious that complete and final deductlons
cannot be made from this amount of data but it is felt that the present
inquiry is a necessary beginning to what will doubtless prove to be
a lengthy investigation. SRR

The 189 cases which are the ba51s of the material to be presented
here were drawn from among the patients admitted to the Department
of Psychiatry, Medical Faculty of Ankara, and the Department of
Psychiatry and Neurology, Giilhane Military Medical -Academy. Dur-
ing the period under review both departments were headed by a
single director and jointly served as a training, diagnostic and short-
term therapeutic center. The short-term nature of the therapy offered
can be seen from -the fact that the average hospital stay of the
schizophrenic patient at that time wasg.32.51 days.

Diagnoses of the patients concerned were made by a small group
of staff members under the control of the director and thus reflect
a diagnostic panel approach rather than individual diagnoses. The
concept of schizophrenia employed by the group was that which
stemmed from the ideas of Kraepelin, as modified by Bleuler, and
the presence of an accessory symptom?® was cons1dered sufficient for
a diagnosis.

Certain problems presented themselves in connection with this
study : The first is the universal disunity which exists with regard
to psychiatric diagnostic criteria. The author is well aware of this
lack of unanimity both on the basis of his own experience, in the
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