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These studies demonstrated that -intravenously administered
saccharated iron oxide was transferred to the fetus via the placenta
since the serum iron values in the cord blood of infants.in group A
were significantly higher than that of infants in groups B and C.

The -amount passing through the placental barrier into fetal
circulation, however, seems to have little effect on the fetal storage of
iron, since many of these infants subsequently developed hypochromic
anemia during the first year of life despite a good diet and no demon-
strable blood loss. Thus the use of iron by the parenteral rout: in the
third trimester of pregnancy seems ineffective in increasing fetal
stores of iron to a significant degree in spite of high serum iron val-
ues in the cordblood and it does not entirely prevent the develop-
ment of iron deficiency anemia in the first year of life.



