EDITORIAL

THE REsEarRcH INsTITUTE oF CHiLD HEALTH

During the past thirty yecars Turkey has undergone social and
* economic reforms, the standard of living has been rising, especially
in rural areas, and Turkish infants and children have been enjoying
relatively better nutrition and health conditions. These developments,
plus the successful antimalarial and BCG campaigns, have been
instrumental in diminishing a very high infant mortality from about
340 per thousand down to about 200 per thousand in the past two
decades. Much remains to be done. Attempts are being made to carry
out nation-wide immunization programs against certain preventable
diseases.

Some years ago, a need began to be felt in Turkey for an insti-
tute to be devoted to pediatric research and teaching, which would
deal mainly with local and regional child health problems, aid in
raising- the standard of pediatric practice in the country, and even-
. tually contribute to diminishing the still high infant mortality rate.

In 1954 an appeal was favorably recéived both by the Turkish
public and the government for the establishment of such an Institute.
By now the greater part of the plant has been constructed and
equipment installed. About two-thirds of the 5,600,000 Turkish liras
(approxmately $2,000,000) spent for construction and installations
has come from the national treasury, and more then one-third from
the Turkish public, through the Ankara Child Health Society (a
voluntary group organized to support the Institute) and the National
Red Crescent Society. This sum does not include Rockefeller Foun-
dation grants totalling $ 170,000 nor the UNICEF contribution of ap-
proximately $ 30,000 in equipment and supplies. The value of the land,
a tract of 15,000 square meters in a central park, which was donated
by the municipality, is not less than the investment in the building.

In the summer of 1957, the completed portions of the building
gradually began to be occupied and the formal inauguration took place
on October 1. However, the legal personality of this establishment
came into being on June 23, 1958, and the by-laws of this Research
Institute were published in the official gazette on June 27th.









